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regular visitor for years and the 
Lodge was delighted to receive him 
on our Installation meeting! 

 

16th April 2015 -  

Installation Meeting 

The Lodge was honored by a visit 
from the Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master W.Bro. Alan 
Knowles, accompanied by our very 
own W.Bro. David Carpenter, 
Provincial Junior Grand Warden, 
W.Bro. Ivor Hawkins, Provincial 
Grand Secretary, W.Bro. Graham 
Ellis, Provincial Deputy Grand 
Director of Ceremonies and Bro. 
David Martingale, Provincial 
Grand Steward.   

W.Bro. Martin McBride was 
installed into the Chair of King 
Solomon by the outgoing Master 
W.Bro. Bob Swanton.  

It was a particular delight to 
receive W.Bro. Alan Knowles as 
the principle visiting officer, due to 

his longstanding friendship and 
support to the Witta’s Island 
Lodge. As the architect behind the 
Weyland Mafia, he has been a 

A year in review 

Photo Above: Members of the Witta’s Island Lodge 

Photo above: Worshipful Master, Wardens and Provincial Visitors 



 

 

21st May 2015 Meeting -     

Silver Jubilee Meeting 

The Lodge celebrated its first big 
milestone by reaching its Silver 
Jubilee (25th Anniversary)!  

60 Brethren attended an 
auspicious occasion, which was 
supported by the Province with 
the visit of the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, VW.Bro. Neal 
Spencer, who was accompanied by 
W.Bro. Mike Murphy, Provincial 
Assistant Director of Ceremonies 
and W.Bro S imon Laws, 
Provincial Grand Standard Bearer.  

The Lodge was also delighted to 
receive a visit from RW.Bro. 
Stephen Dunning, Past Provincial 
Grand Master and W.Bro. David 
Laidlaw, Past Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master.  

Seven subscribing Founder 
members were present, along 
with two further Founders.  

A fantastic evening ensued, with 
W.Bro. John Tweney (founder) 
presenting the history of the 
founding of the Lodge (see P. 7) 
and reading the consecrating 
minutes.  

W.Bro. David Hutton (founder)  
presented an explanation of the 

Lodge Banner (see P.8), being its 
designer.  

The Lodge then presented all 
Founders present with  a 
Certificate of Appreciation and 
brand new set of Lodge cufflinks 
and pin to mark the occasion. A 
truly unforgettable evening! 

The Lodge was also pleased to 
welcome a visitor from Bethel 
Lodge No.699, which meets in 
the Province of Ontario in 
Canada. The visiting Brother was 
in the area visiting family and 
arranged to attend, bringing 
home the global reach and 
f r a t e r n a l  w e l c o m e  o f 
Freemasonry.  

17th July 2015 Meeting 

The July meeting saw a packed 
meeting with 50 brethren in 
attendance. This included ten 
visiting brethren from Portcullis 
Lodge in Wallingford, which is in 
the Masonic Province of 
Berkshire. A further five came 
from the Oxnaford Lodge.  

The meeting saw the raising of 
Bro. Sean Councill to the Degree 

19th June 2015 Meeting 

The Jubilee year continued when 
the Lodge received the Travelling 
Gavel from a delegation from the 
Aelfric Lodge No. 8926 on 19th 
June 2015. 

A relatively new initiative, the 
Witta’s Island Lodge was the 7th 
Lodge to receive the gavel. It saw 
a unique new short ceremony 
with six Brethren from Aelfric 
Lodge parading in, presenting the 
gavel to the Worshipful Master in 
style. It really added another 
sense of special occasion and again 
helped celebrate the Lodges' 
Jubilee.   

The meeting also saw raising of 
Bro. Connor Thornhill to the 
Degree of a Master Mason.   

of a Master Mason.  

21st August 2015 

Meeting 

The final meeting of the year saw 
another bumper attendance, with 
55 brethren in attendance, 
including the DPGM and APGM, 
both on their second visit to the 
Lodge of the year!  Bro. Tom 
Vaughan was raised to the Degree 
of a Master Mason. This meeting 
was the culmination of an exciting 
and memorable year and saw the 
Founders take the active officer 
positions to conduct the 
ceremony! They’ve still got it 
Brethren!  

The Weyland Lodge also turned 
up in force to support our last 
meeting of the year!   
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Back: Tony Taylor & David Hutton. Middle: David Carpenter & Derek Waters. 
Front: Geoff Goodman, John Tweney, Bryan Pope & Barney Barnfield. 



 

 

At the Installation Meeting 
in April 2015, the 
Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master W.Bro. Alan 
Knowles and W.Bro. 
Graham Ellis presented a 
certificate of appreciation 
from the Province to the 
Worsh ip fu l  Master, 
W.Bro. Martin McBride 
who received it on behalf 
of the Lodge. It thanked 
the brethren for their 
generous donations to the 
Pantomime Project.  

The donations from the 

Brethren were very much 
appreciated, with the 
Pa n tom ime  Pro j e c t 
running costs in the region 

of £5,000 per year. Each 
and every contribution 
a s s i s t s  t h i s  v e r y 
worthwhile annual event.   

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE PANTOMIME PROJECT 

HANDING OVER THE TRAVELLING GAVEL 

active Provincial Grand 
Lodge Officers of the 
Province! This made for 
an incredible meeting with 
the temple packed to the 
rafters.  

The Worshipful Master of 
Witta’s Island, W.Bro. 
Martin McBride, led the 
procession in and superbly 
presented the gavel to the 
Worshipful Master of the 
Oxfordshire Lodge of 

Service and Honour.    

The rest of the meeting 
was a treat to behold with 
the Provincial Grand 
Master taking the Chair 
for the Ceremony of 
Installation. A fun festive 
board followed ensuring 
the  Witta’s  I s land 
Wanderers enjoyed a 
fantastic night out! 

On 13th July 2015, ten 
brethren from the Witta’s 
Island Lodge, travelled to 
Bicester to hand over the 
Travelling Gavel to the 
Oxfordshire Lodge of 
Service and Honour 
No.9162. 

The  occa s ion  wa s 
enhanced by the fact it was 
the Installation meeting, 
which by tradition, 
attracts the majority of the 

“the Witta’s 
Island  

Wanderers 
enjoyed a 

fantastic night 
out!” 
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Photo Above: W.Bro. Martin 
McBride ready to hand over the 
gavel! Photo Left: WM & Wardens of Service & Honour with the Witta’s Island Wanderers! 
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My year as Worshipful 
Master has flown past but 
with so many good 
memories. It is 15 years 
since I was in the Masters 
Chair in my Mother Lodge 
in West Lancashire and 
although that was a special 
year, (millennium year2000) 
this has been even better. I 
consider myself very 
privileged and honoured to 
have presided over Witta’s 
Island in this, our 25th  
anniversary year. 

We have had ceremonies to 
perform at all our meetings 
with four of our newer 
brethren being passed or 
raised. The night of our 25th 
anniversary was truly 
memorable and supported 
by so many visitors of “rank 
and opulence” as well as our 
regular faithful visitors. 

The Witta’s Island 

Wanderers have been very 
active during the year and 
visited a number of other 
Lodges in Oxfordshire, my 
favourite memory was of 
handing on the Provincial 
Travelling Gavel of 
Oxfordshire. We went to 
the Installation meeting of 
the Lodge of Service and 
Honour at Woodstock 
where we were entertained 
by the full Provincial team 
performing the installation 
of the new Master.  

I was re-elected as a 
Councillor in the May 
elections and then voted by 
my fellow Councillors to 
become Deputy Mayor of 
Carterton. This increased 
the number of civic meetings 
I had to attend and caused 
me some difficulties in fitting 
in my Masonic ritual 
learning. However, with the 

help of other Past Masters I 
believe I have maintained the 
traditions of Witta’s Island in 
producing some excellent 
ceremonies. 

We still have a few social 
events we are organising, 
more details from Andrew, 
and don't forget to put our 
Valentines Eve Ladies 
Festival in your diaries …. 
Jenny is already busy 
organising me!!! The date is 
Saturday, 13th February 
2016. 

Let me finish by thank all the 
Brethren and officers for all 
their support and advice 
which has bee much 
appreciated. 

Yours Fraternally, 

W.Bro. Martin McBride 

A WORD FROM THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER 

Masonic 

Mentoring 
Excerpts from comments by 
the Pro Grand Master Peter 
Lowndes.  
“I have said before that it 
has to be right to explain 
to a brother what he has 
joined and to help him 
enjoy his masonry so that 
he wants to contribute to 
its future. 
The logical result from 
this is that, not only will 
he feel involved in the life 
of his Lodge, but he will 
feel confident to discuss 
Freemasonry with his 
family and friends.  
We must not forget, 
however, that the essence 

of mentoring is a one to 
one relationship between 
the mentor and the 
candidate. The Oxford 
Dictionary defines a 
m e n t o r  a s  “ A n 
inexperienced person’s 
advisor”, the idea is that 
the new member is shown 
the ropes and becomes 
involved in the work and 
life of the Lodge.  
I am very keen that every 
Master Mason should be 
encouraged to complete 
his Third Degree by being 
Exalted into the Royal 
Arch. It  
[Masonic mentoring] is 
key to the future of the 
Craft”. 
 

Mentoring in Witta’s 
Island 
W.Bro. Geoff Goodman 
was the first Lodge 
Mentor in Witta’s Island, 
a position he still holds.  
Should any Brethren feel 
the need for guidance or 
advice, if you can’t get it 
from your Proposer/
Seconder or anyone else, 
Geoff is there to help!  
 
Royal Arch Representative 
W.Bro. Matthew Delnevo 
is the Lodge Royal Arch 
representative, and would 
be pleased to answer any 
questions you might have 
on the completion of your 
third degree.  



 

 

Witta’s Island Wanderers - Winter Programme 

“Visiting is often 

said to be the 

lifeblood of 

Freemasonry!” 
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It’s the winter season again and hope the “Witta’s Island Wanderer’s” will be out in 
force again in 2015/16. Visiting is often said to be the “lifeblood of Freemasonry” 
and think our efforts last year can support such a claim! In 2015, our own Lodge 
was supported by a number of Lodges which we will look to reciprocate. So please 
see the visiting schedule and please do make every effort to represent Witta’s 
Island and enjoy our own and others company in the Winter period.  

10th November 2015 - Portcullis Lodge No. 6672 - Meeting in Wallingford in 
the Province of Berkshire. A fantastic temple and good catering (same as 
Witney’s!). They supported us by bringing 10 brethren to our August meeting! A 
double initiation! 

23rd November - Gateway Lodge No.8501 - meeting in Witney. Gateway is our 
Mother Lodge and is often well represented at Witta’s Island! 

9th December 2015 - Semper Paratus Lodge No. 3015 - Meeting in Woodstock. 
Initiation.  

21st January 2016 - Weyland Lodge No.6507 - Need I say more about our most 
frequent visitors…and a double Initiation awaits! 

24th February 2016 - Oxnaford Lodge No.6691 - Meeting in Oxford.  

9th March 2016 - Windrush Lodge No. 1703 - Meeting in Witney. 

25th March 2016 - Buttercross Lodge No. 7240 - Meeting in Witney.  

Charity Matters 

In June 2015, the Witta's Island Lodge were proud to sup-
port the Cogges Pre-School in Witney with a charitable do-

nation of £1,000! 

The Cogges Pre-School was our Immediate Past Master 
W.Bro. Bob Swanton's chosen charity when he was Master 
in 2014 and was delighted to attend the school to present the 
cheque in person! 

Clearly a good cause and the children were certainly happy 
posing for the camera whilst Bob presented the cheque to 
Pre School Manager Stella Johnson.  

The school were delighted with the donation and have 
thanked the Lodge on their website:  

http://www.coggespreschool.co.uk/ 
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Witta’s Island Lodge No.9359 - A Brief History 

The idea of the formation of a new Lodge in Witney started with a handful of Witney Masons led by W.Bro. 

Robert ‘Bob’ Stokes PPrJGW in and around 1988/89. At that time he felt that with the population of Witney 

increasing and the consequent growing waiting lists to join established Lodges and the time taken to get to the 

Chair of King Solomon, there was an opportunity to create a new Lodge in Witney to deal with the demand.  

With the blessing of the Provincial Grand Master, a Founding Committee was set up and its inaugural meeting 

took place on  31st May 1989.  The Founding committee met a total of five times over the following year, agreeing 

everything from Lodge name, officers, ritual, music, meeting dates/times, banner and finances.  

On Saturday 19th May 1990, 136 brethren assembled at the Provincial Masonic Centre in Oxford at 333 Banbury 

Road for the Lodges’ Consecration and Installation Ceremony. The Consecrating Officer was the Provincial Grand 

Master RW.Bro. Geoffrey Redman-Brown, assisted by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master VW.Bro. Dennis 

Merry PGSwdB and the Assistant Provincial Grand Master W.Bro. John Cockin PSGD along with many of the 

active Provincial officers.  W.Bro. Bob Stokes became Primus Master of the newly formed Witta’s Island Lodge! 

On 8th February 1992, the Lodge held a Banner Dedication, again officiated by the same Provincial team, this time 

at the Witney Masonic Centre. W.Bro. David Hutton designed the banner.    

Since then, there have been 125 regular meetings, 2 extraordinary meetings and 1 emergency meeting. During the 

last 25 years, the Lodge has initiated a total of 40 brethren, passing 39 and raising 40 and also welcomed 13 joining 

members.  

Today with 8 subscribing Founders and an active membership, we look forward to the next 25 years!  
 

Past Masters 

 
1990 R. J. Stokes (Primus Master)  2003 M.W. M. Delnevo 

1991 G. Sidebottom  2004 P. Tweney 

1992 B. M. Hayden  2005 M. J. Brown 

1993 A. R. Taylor  2006 D. Shorten 

1994 D. J. Carpenter  2007 D. Shorten 

1995 G. D. Pizzey  2008 M. G. Bennett 

1996 J. P. Tweney  2009 C. Power 

1997 P. A. Nelmes  2010 A. J. Trueman 

1998 G. H. Cooper  2011 M.W.M. Delnevo 

1999 I. G. Langford  2012 G. T. Goodman 

2000 C. Power  2013 G. T. Goodman 

2001 D. H. Hutton  2014 R. Swanton 

2002 K. W. Herring  2015 M. D. McBride 

Witta’s Island Lodge No.9359 was founded by the following brethren: 

W.Bro. R.J. Stokes (Primus Master), W.Bro. R.S. Cameron, W.Bro. W.J.H. Gray, W.Bro. T.A. Knight, 

W.Bro. G.T. Goodman, W.Bro. D. Wilson, W.Bro. G.W. Bennett, W.Bro. B Pope, W.Bro. D.B. Marchant, 

W.Bro. S.P. Stirrup, W.Bro. B.W. Grace, W.Bro. M.J. Brown, W.Bro. W.H. Logan, W.Bro. J.C. Taylor, 

Bro. G Sidebottom, Bro. B. Haydon, Bro. A.E. Lloyd, Bro. D.H. Hutton, Bro. G.D. Pizzey, Bro. M.J. Pratley, 

Bro. A.R. Taylor, Bro. B. Eales, Bro. D. Carpenter, Bro. P.L. Page, Bro. J. Tweney, Bro. P. Hickman, Bro. R. 

Barnfield, Bro. J.D. Waters & Bro. W.J. Taylor. 

. 
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the Witta’s Island Lodge Banner 
by W.Bro. D.H. Hutton PPrSGD (Founder & Designer) 

 
“Every Lodge has, or ought to have, a Lodge Banner”  

 
With the foregoing axiom in mind, the very first committee meeting of the 
founding members of Witta's Island Lodge was held on 31st May 1989 and 
agreed that arrangements ought to be set in place to acquire a banner for the 
lodge. The primary requirement was to obtain and approve a banner design 
and Bro. David Hutton agreed to prepare a draft for presentation at a 
subsequent meeting. 

At the next meeting, held on 27th June 1989, Bro Hutton duly presented his 
preliminary design and provided a rationale or overview of the chosen 
imagery and symbolism in respect of Witta's Island Lodge as follows:- 

The name of 'Witta's Island Lodge No 9359’ is boldly stated and proclaimed 
quite clearly at the head of the banner.  

As the Lodge was taking its title from an ancient name of the market town Witta’s Island, the central or focal 
point of the banner simply depicts an area of land surrounded by water. The encircling water courses as shown 
represent the rivers and streams that surround Witney even to this day and it is commonly held that to access the 
centre of the town from the immediate countryside it is necessary to cross a bridge. 

However, the most predominant feature of the design is the glaring sun situated at the very top of the 
banner.  This is representative of the fact that, by virtue of the time of year that Witta's Island Lodge holds its 
meetings, viz from April through to late August, we are first and foremost a 'Summer Lodge'.  The sun is also 
especially depicted high in the heavens due to our 'peculiar' assertation that masonically ‘the sun is always at its 
meridian with respect to freemasonry'.  

It is our hope and expectation that the sun's beneficent rays do not shine down alone on Witta's Island but by the 
symbolic addition of our 'three great, though emblematical lights 
in freemasonry, namely the VSL, the Compasses and the Square, 
the whole community will be enlightened and uplifted and will 
thereby, in some measure, be the beneficiaries of freemasonry in 
general and by our Lodge in particular. 

The foregoing imagery is effectively framed by two 'great pillars’ 
for two especial reasons. Firstly, Witney was always regarded as 
the 'Gateway to Oxfordshire’ for trade and merchandise, mainly 
wool, for the various mills from the outlying countryside.  Hence 
the Gateway or ‘Porchway or Entrance'. Secondly, in recognition 
of the Gateway Lodge No 8501 being our sponsoring Lodge, it 
was felt that the two pillars on their banner, which depicts the 
aforesaid Gateway, ought to be deferentially replicated on our 
banner. 

Moving further down towards the base of the banner, the rustic 
and verdant countryside outside of the town of Witta's Island, is 
masonically represented by the foliage of Acacia 'arising from the 
ground'. 

At the very bottom or foundation the banner proclaims and 
declares that Witta’s Lodge was   'Founded 1990'. 
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W.Bro. Martin McBride & Jenny invite 
you to attend the  

Witta’s Island Lodge 

Valentine’s Eve  

Ladies Festival  
Saturday 13th February 2016 

Witney Masonic Hall 

6:30 for 7:00pm 

 

4 Course Meal with Wine 

Live Entertainment by The Sisters of 
Swing & Disco 

Dress: Evening Dress  

Carriages at Midnight 

Tickets £37 

Booking forms from Martin (Tel 01993 
845169)  

or from our website: 

www.WittasIslandLodge.org.uk 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Lodge of Instruction  

All Master Masons should attend to enable them to receive the benefit 
of informal instruction in preparation for their eventual progression in 
the Craft.  

2015: 12th November, 10th December 

2016: 14th January 2016, 11th February, 10th March 

Events 

Witta’s Island & Gateway Lodge Christmas Carols Evening - 
Sunday 20th December 2015 @ the Witney Masonic Hall 

Witta’s Island Lodge Valentines Eve Ladies Festival -  Saturday 
13th February 2016  @ the Witney Masonic Hall.  

 

 

WITTA’S ISLAND TODAY 

Secretary & Editor  
W.Bro. Andrew Trueman PrGStwd 

E-Mail: 
secretarywittasisland@oxfordshiremasons.org  

Check out Witta’s Island on the internet:  

Website: www.WittasIslandLodge.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
WittasIslandLodge  

Twitter: @WittasIsland  


