
of Ceremonies W.Bro. 
Graham Ellis. The 
APGM has long been an 
active supporter of Wit-
ta’s Island Lodge and we 
are pleased to have him 
back in his new role!  

We then follow on with 
our May meeting where 
we will officially mark 
the 25th anniversary of 
the Lodge. Not only will 
b e  c ond u c t in g  a 
‘ceremony of Passing’, 
we will also have a num-
ber of additional items 
which should prove in-
teresting to members 
and visitors alike (see 
p.4), including receiving 
a Lodge History booklet. 
Do come along and cele-
brate with us! 

The Witta’s Island 
Lodge this year cele-
brates its Silver Jubilee!  

The Lodge was conse-
crated on 19th May 1990 
and will officially mark 
the occasion on 21st May 
2015.  

25 years is a short time 
when compared with 
many other Lodges, but 
we decided it was only 
right to celebrate the 
achievements of the 
Lodge, particularly con-
sidering we still have 
eight subscribing Found-
er members!   

So 2015 is shaping up to 
be an exciting year! 

The Lodge Committee 

met in the Winter sea-
son and agreed both the 
programme for the new 
year and what we would 
do to mark the occasion.  

We hope to spread the 
load over the year, so 
have an even more inter-
esting programme than 
usual.  

First of course comes the 
Installation meeting in 
April (16th) where we 
will receive a visit from 
the Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master W.Bro. 
Alan Knowles, accompa-
nied by the Provincial 
Grand Secretary W.Bro. 
Ivor Hawkins and escort-
ed by the Deputy Pro-
vincial Grand Director 

WITTA’S ISLAND’S SILVER JUBILEE YEAR! 

SUMMER WORK AHEAD! 

At each of our meetings 
in June, July and August, 
we will be conducting 
‘ceremonies of Raising’.  

But to shake things up, 
there will be a different 
‘set up’ in each!  

Our current Master 
W.Bro. Bob Swanton 
(who after 16th April 
2015 will be IPM and 
the new DC) will retake 
the Chair to conduct the 

first ‘Raising’ in June 
2015 (due to not having 
a chance to do so during 
his year in the Chair).  

Then it’ll be the current 
Master Elect W.Bro. 
Martin McBride’s turn in 
July 2015.  

The August meeting will 
prove to be a special 
meeting. Whilst we are 
all aware of Past Master 
evenings where they take 

over the key officer posi-
tions for the ceremony, 
this will be a Past Mas-
ters meeting with a dif-
ference - in that all the 
Past Masters will also be 
Founders of the Lodge!  

This should be a great 
occasion to mark the end 
of our Silver Jubilee 
year!  

W ITTA ’S ISLAND LODGE NO .  9359 

MASONIC PROVINCE OF OXFORDSHIRE  

WITTA’S ISLAND TODAY 

IN THIS EDITION : 
 

SILVER JUBILEE 

SUMMER WORK AHEAD 

THE WITTA’S ISLAND 
WANDERERS 

A FINAL WORD FROM OUR   
WORSHIPFUL MASTER 

A WORD FROM OUR   MAS-

TER ELECT 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

MASONIC HUMOUR 

 
 

Issue 4 - April 2015 



PAGE 2 W ITTA ’S ISLAND TODAY 

favour. We again had a fantastic 
festive board with two Witta’s Is-
land tables.  

The Wanderers then moved on to 
Windrush Lodge on 11th February 
with 14 members visiting for an-
other initiation. We were again 
made to feel most welcome.  

The final visit of the Wanderers 
was at the Alfred Lodge Banner 
Dedication on 3 March 2015 
where 8 members attended a 
packed meeting. It was part of the 
Alfred Lodge’s bi-centenary year 
and we were keen to get Brethren 
out to see something different. It 
proved to be an extremely inter-
esting evening and was another 
good visit.   

All those who joined in on the vis-
its enjoyed themselves and the ca-
maraderie it brought and look for-
ward to the next winter season to 
start more Wanderers visits! 

In the Winter season of 2014/15, 
the ‘Witta’s Island Wanderers’ 
were born. The name was coined 
by our current Master W.Bro. Bob 
Swanton when the Lodge started 
visiting en masse.  

Visiting is not new, but visiting in 
numbers is, at least for Witta’s 
Island. The idea stemmed from a 
Committee meeting in 2013, 
which held a discussion about what 
we could do to socialize together 
more. It also coincided with a 
bumper year of candidates where 
we had 3 new initiates and 2 join-
ers. It was essential that we didn’t 
leave them out in the wilderness 
until the next year. There was a 
strong desire by the majority to do 
something and it was suggested 
that we try to organize visits to 
other Lodges as a group. Being a 
Summer Lodge, there was always a 
distinct possibility that we didn’t 
see each other between September 

and March.  

On 24th November 2014, the first 
of these visits took place, where 
the Lodge had 21 members visiting 
its Mother Lodge, the Gateway 
Lodge. We had a great visit and 
were treated to an excellent initia-
tion. The visit was made even 
more special by the welcome we 
received, where we processed into 
the Lodge after it had been opened! 
A real recognition of the scale of 
the visit. The festive board was a 
treat and were sat spread around 
the room, able to meet new people 
and catch up with our own mem-
bers.  

On 15th January 2015, 14 mem-
bers visited Weyland Lodge in 
Bicester, again an initiation to ac-
commodate one of our Entered 
Apprentices. With Weyland regu-
lar visitors of Witta’s, we were 
pleased to be able to return the 

The Witta’s Island Wanderers 

Photo: Gateway Lodge - The WM, Wardens, DC, ADC of Gateway Lodge pose for a photo with the Witta’s Island Wan-
derers. 
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Dear Brethren, 

Where did that year go? 

It seems only a few months 
ago that I was installed into 
the chair and here we are 
getting ready to install Mar-
tin McBride as my successor. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my year as Master and have 
managed to visit a great 
number of lodges and have 
made some good friends 
along the way. 

I am very grateful to the 
members of Witta’s Island 
lodge for all the support they 
have given me during the 
year, particularly the sum-
mer BBQ and Ladies Festi-
val. 

Our secretary, W.Bro. An-

drew Trueman arranged a 
number of visits to other 
lodges where large numbers 
of our brethren attended, 
thereby raising our profile in 
the province. Little did I 
know that during my re-
sponse to the visitors toast at 
Weyland lodge where I jok-
ingly referred to our mass 
visit as the “Witta's Island 
Wanderers” that this would 
stick! The visits certainly 
helped Lodge cohesion and 
we were welcomed wherev-
er we went, the highlight 
being our visit to Gateway 
Lodge where I headed a 
team of 22 Brethren attend-
ing. 

We have a bumper year in 
2015 with our 25th Anniver-
sary celebrations to the fore. 
I have ordered Witta’s Island 

Cufflinks and Lapel pins 
which I hope we will all buy 
and wear with pride! 

I wish my successor W.Bro. 
Martin McBride a wonderful 
year and know that we will 
support him during his time 
in office. 

I wish you all a wonderful 
summer and thank you all 
once more for all for making  
my year in the chair so mem-
orable 

Yours fraternally, 

W.Bro. Bob Swanton 
Worshipful Master  

A FINAL WORD FROM THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER 

“Little did I know 
that during my 

response to the visitors 
toast at Weyland 

lodge where I jokingly 
referred to our mass 
visit as the “Witta's 
Island Wanderers” 

that this would stick!”  

Our ladies festival this year, 
which was held in the Wit-
ney Masonic Centre, was a 
1940s themed event with 
entertainment by the talent-
ed and beautiful Lola 
L’amour (See picture on 
left). 

Brethren, family and friends 
were treated to a wonderful 
evening of a wartime themed 
menu, cabaret singing and 
dancing. 

The Witta’s Island choir (See 
picture on right) performed 
the ladies song to rapturous 
applause and the whole gath-
ering were treated to an 
impromptu performance of 
the “soft shoe shuffle” from 
W.Bro. Timmy Bates which 
really added to the fun filled 

evening. 

A huge thank you to all who 
attended, the lady president, 
Jo Swanton, had a wonderful 
evening amongst great com-
pany! 

 

Yours fraternally, 

W.Bro. Bob Swanton 
Worshipful Master  

LADIES FESTIVAL  



W.Bro. Martin 

McBride PPrGSupt-

Wks (West Lancs) - 

My Masonic History 

 

I was first introduced into 

Freemasonry by a col-

league who I worked with 

at Pilkington Glass and 

was initiated in 1992 into 

Windle Lodge 7512 which 

met in St Helens in the 

Province of West Lanca-

shire. Unfortunately the 

lodge had to hand back its 

warrant in 2011.  

 

I worked my way up the 

ladder and was Master 

during part of the Millen-

nium Year 2000.  

I joined many side degrees 

and was Second Principle 

in Chapter and served as 

Provincial Body Guard in 

Knights Templar for three 

years, I was also in 

Knights Templar Priests. I 

was appointed Acting Pro-

vincial Grand Steward and 

enjoyed supporting the 

Assistant Grand Master in 

his many visits around the 

very large province. My 

promotion to PPrGSupt-

Wks followed a period 

working on the Provincial 

Grand Masters Communi-

cations Team producing 

the Provincial Newsletter. 

 

My wife, Jenny, and my-

self had both retired and 

decided to move South to 

be closer to our son and 

his family and have now 

lived in Carterton for 8 

years. I decided to carry 

on with my Masonry but 

due to retirement financial 

constraints, have only 

joined craft Masonry being 

a member of Windrush 

and Witta’s Island lodges. 

 

I am looking forward to 

my year as Master and 

hope to maintain the ex-

cellent standard set by my 

predecessor Bob Swanton 

in upholding the traditions 

but moving the lodge for-

ward. I am particularly 

fortunate to be Master in 

the Silver Jubilee of the 

lodge but will be relying 

heavily on the support of 

all the members, particu-

larly its Founders, to 

guide me along the correct 

paths. 

 

W.Bro. Martin McBride 

MASTER ELECT IN PROFILE 

“I am particularly 

fortunate to be Master 

in the Silver Jubilee of 

the lodge but will be 

relying heavily on the 

support of all the 

members, particularly 

its Founders, to guide 

me along the correct 

paths.” 
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Witta’s Island Lodge Silver Jubilee celebrations 

Silver Jubilee Celebrations (25 Years) 

When: 21st May 2015 Where: Witney Masonic Hall Time: 6pm 

Meeting will include: 

 A Passing 

 Oration of the Consecration Minutes with Commentary by a Founder Member 

 Explanation of the Banner by Founder Member who designed it 

 Presentation of token of appreciation to the Founders 

 Lodge History Booklet 

 4 Course Banquet with Wine & Port 

To book in, please contact the Secretary at: secretarywittasisland@oxfordshiremasons.org  



Dates for the Diary 

Lodge Meetings 

April Meeting - Installation - 16th April 2015 

May Meeting - Passing & 25th Anniversary Meeting - 21st May 
2015 

June Meeting - Raising - 19th June 2015 

July Meeting - Raising - 17th July 2015 

August Meeting - Raising (Founders Past Masters)- 21st August 2015 

Visits & Events 

Witta’s Island Lodge Official visit to Carfax Lodge of Instruc-
tion Festival - 24th April 2015 (Demonstration of Initiation).  

Witta’s Island & Gateway Lodge Christmas Carols Evening - 
20th December 2015 (Date TBC) 

Witta’s Island Lodge Ladies Festival -  13th February 2016  at the 
Witney Masonic Hall.  

Secretary & Editor  
W.Bro. Andrew Trueman 

 

E-Mail: 
secretarywittasisland@oxfordshiremasons.org 

. 

WITTA’S ISLAND TODAY 

 

 Masonic Humour 

Pat and Bill had been Lodge Brothers for many years. They had promised each other that the first 

to go to the Grand Lodge above would return to tell the other whether there really were Lodges 

in Heaven and what they were like. By and by, it came to pass that Bill went first. 

    One day shortly after, Pat was working in his garden when he heard a whispered voice, " Pssst 

Pat!" He looked around but saw nothing. 

    A few moments later he heard, now quite clearly " Pat! Its me, Bill!" 

    "Bill" Pat exclaimed, "are you in Heaven?" 

    "Indeed I am" said Bill. 

    Pat paused for a while to get over the shock and then said "Well, Bill, are there Lodges up there in 

Heaven?" 

    "There certainly are, Pat. There are Lodges all over and they are quite magnificent, equal or better to 

Great Queen Street. The meetings are well attended, the ritual is word perfect, the festive board fantastic and 

the spirit of Masonic Fellowship is all pervasive." 

    "My goodness, Bill," said Pat, "It certainly sounds very impressive but for all that you seem rather sad. 

Tell me old friend, what is the matter." 

    "Well, Pat, you are right. I have some good news and some bad." 

    "OK, so what's the good news?" 

    "The good news is that we are doing a 3rd this coming Wednesday" 

    "Great" said Pat. "What’s the bad news then?" 

    "You’re the Senior Deacon!”  


